‘Uthmani Codex 


The collection of the Qur’an and the reason ‘Uthman 
had copies of the Qur’an copied out and burned the 
rest. The memorisation of the Qur’an by the 
Companions in the time of the Prophet 

In the time of the Prophet, the Qur’an was scattered in the 
breasts of men. People wrote some of it on pages, on skins and on 
white stones and flat stones, scraps and other things. Then a great 
number of the reciters were killed in the Battle of Yamama in the 
time of Abu Bakr. Something like 700 of them were killed in a sin- 
gle day and ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab suggested to Abu Bakr to collect 
the Qur’an out of fear that the shaykhs of the reciters such as 
Ubayy, Ibn Mas‘ud and Zayd would all die. Zayd ibn Thabit 
recommended that, and so after great elfort. he collected it togeth- 
er without putting the suras, in order. 

Al-Bukharl reports that Zayd ibn Thabit said, “After the 
slaughter in the war of Yamama, Abu Bakr sent for me, and ‘Umar 
was with him. Abu Bakr said, “Umar has come to me and said, 
“Many people were killed in the Battle of Yamama, and I fear that 
many Qur’an reciters will be killed in other places and so much of 
the Qur’an will be lost unless you collect it. I think that you should 
collect the Qur’an together.’” Abu Bakr said, ‘I said to ‘Umar, 
“How can I do something which the Messenger of Allah did not 
do?” ‘Umar said, “By Allah, it is better.” ‘Umar kept on at me 
about it until Allah opened my breast to it. I think what ‘Umar 
thinks.’” Zayd ibn Thabit continued, “‘Umar was sitting with him, 
not speaking. Abu Bakr said, ‘You are an intelligent young man 
and we have no doubts about you. You used to write down the rev- 
elation for the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace. Therefore you are to search out the Qur’an and collect 
it.’ By Allah, if he had obliged me to move one of the mountains, 
that would not have been weightier for me than his command to 
me to collect together the Qur’an. I replied, ‘How can the two of 
you do something which the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, did not do?’ Abu Bakr said, ‘By Allah, it 
is better.’ He continued to keep on at me until Allah opened my 
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breast to that which Allah had opened the breasts of Abu Bakr and 
‘Umar. So I began to search out the Qur’an and collect it from the 
parchments, shoulder-blades, palm fronds and the breasts of men 
until I found two ayats of Surat at-Tawba with Khuzayma al- 
Ansarl that I did not find with anyone else: ‘A Messenger has 
come to you from among yourselves... ’ (9:128) The copy of the 
Qur’an in which the Qur’an was collected remained in the posses- 
sion of Abu Bakr until Allah took him, and then it was with ‘Umar 
until Allah took him, and then it was with Hafsa bint ‘Umar.” 

If it is asked what was the point of ‘Uthman unifying people 
under a single copy of the Qur’an when Abu Bakr had already 
achieved that, then the response is that the aim of ‘Uthman was not 
to gather people in order to compile the Qur’an. Do you not see 
that he sent to Hafsa to ask her to give him the copy of the Qur’an 
so that it could be copied out and then returned to her? ‘Uthman 
did that because people were disagreeing about the various recita- 
tions owing to the fact that the Companions had spread to different 
areas and had begun to strongly disagree, such as the conflict 
which took place between the people of Iraq and the people of 
Syria according to Hudhayfa. 

They joined an expedition to Armenia and each group recited 
what had been transmitted to them. They disagreed and quarrelled 
and some of them called the others unbelievers, renouncing them 
completely, cursing one another. Hudhayfa was alarmed at what he 
saw. As soon as he arrived back to Madina, according to al- 
Bukharl and at-Tirmidhl, before returning to his house he went to 
‘Uthman and said, “This Community has reached the stage where 
it will be destroyed!” “Why?” asked ‘Uthman. He said, “It is about 
the Book of Allah. I was on this expedition and some of the people 
of Iraq, Syria and the Hijaz came together.” Then he described 
what had happened and said, “I fear that they will differ about their 
Book as the Jews and Christians differed.” 

This is evidence of the falseness of those who say that the seven 
ahruf are the seven present readings because there is no disagree- 
ment about them. Suwayd ibn Ghafala reported from ‘All ibn Abl 
Talib that ‘Uthman said, “What do you think about the copies of 
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the Qur’an? The people have disagreed about the reciters until a 
man says, ‘My reading is better than your reading. My reading is 
more excellent than your reading.’ This is equivalent to disbelief.” 
He replied, “What is your view, Amir al-Mu’minlnV He said, “I 
think that we people should agree on one reading. If you differ 
today, those after you will disagree more strongly.” ‘All said, “The 
correct opinion is yours, Amir al-Mu’minin So ‘Uthman sent a 
message to Hafsa saying, “Send us the pages in your possession 
and we will copy them and then return them to you.” She sent 
them to him and he ordered Zayd ibn Thabit, ‘Abdullah ibn az- 
Zubayr, SaTd ibn al-‘As, and ‘Abdu’r-Rahman ibn al-Harith ibn 
Hisham to make copies of them. ‘Uthman told the group of 
Qurayshis, “When you and Zayd ibn Thabit disagree about any of 
the Qur’an, write it in the dialect of Quraysh. It was revealed in 
their language.” They did that. When they had copied it out, 
‘Uthman returned the pages to Hafsa and he sent a copy of what 
they had copied out to every region and commanded that every 
sheet or copy which had any other form of the Qur’an should be 
burned. ‘Uthman did this after gathering the Muhdjiriin and Ansar 
and a group of Muslims and consulting them about it. They agreed 
to collect what was sound and firm of the well-known readings 
from the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and 
discard anything else. They thought that what he decided was right 
and correct. May Allah have mercy on him and all of them. 

Ibn Shihab said that he was told by ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abdullah 
that ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud disliked Zayd ibn Thabit copying out 
the Qur’an and said, “Company of Muslims, withdraw from mak- 
ing copies and entrusting it to one man. By Allah, I became 
Muslim while he was in the loins of an unbelieving father!” mean- 
ing Zayd ibn Thabit. That is why ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud said, 
“People of Iraq, conceal the copies of the Qur’an you have and 
conceal them. Allah says, ‘ Those who misappropriate will arrive 
on the Day of Rising with what they have misappropriated. ’ 
(3:161). Meet Allah with the copies of the Qur’an.” (at-Tirmidhi) 

Abu Bakr al-Anbari said, “The fact that Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and 
‘Uthman chose Zayd in the matter of collecting the Qur’an does 
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not mean that they were putting him over ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud. 
‘Abdullah was better than Zayd, older in Islam, had attended more 
battles and possessed more virtues. Zayd, however, knew more of 
the Qur’an than ‘Abdullah since he had memorised it all during the 
lifetime of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, whereas ‘Abdullah had only memorised about seventy 
suras while the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, was alive and learned the rest after his death. The 
one who knew the entire Qur’an and memorised it while the 
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
was alive was more entitled to compile the Qur’an and to be pre- 
ferred and chosen to do so. No ignorant person should suppose 
that this is an attack on ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud since the fact that 
Zayd had the better memory of the Qur’an of the two does not 
mean that he should be preferred to him in general terms because 
Zayd also knew more Qur’an than Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and he 
was certainly not better than them or equal to them in virtue.” 

Abu Bakr al-Anbari said, “The objection which ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mas‘ud made was done in anger and is not acted upon or accepted. 
There is no doubt that once he was no longer angry he was satis- 
fied with the excellence of the decision of ‘Uthman and the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, and concurred with their agreement and aban- 
doned his opposition to them.” 

One scholar said that ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud died before learn- 
ing all the Qur’an. Yazld ibn Harun said, “The two suras of refuge 
have the same status as al-Baqara and Ali Imran. Anyone who 
claims that they are not part of the Qur’an has rejected Allah 
Almighty.” He was asked, ‘What about what ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mas‘ud says about them?” He replied, “There is no disagreement 
among the Muslims that ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud died before memo- 
rising all of the Qur’an.” This requires some investigation, as will 
come. 

Hammad said - I think quoting Anas ibn Malik - “They dis- 
agreed about an ayat and would say, ‘The Messenger of Allah, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, recited it to so-and-so.’ 
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He might be three days from Madina and he would be sent for and 
would be asked, ‘How did the Messenger of Allah, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, recite such-and-such an ayat to 
you?’ and they would write it as he said.” Ibn Shihab said, “One 
day they disagreed about tabut. Zayd said tabuh. Ibn az-Zubayr 
and Sa‘Id ibn al-‘As said, tabut. The disagreement was taken to 
‘Uthman who said, ‘Write it with ta\ It was revealed in the lan- 
guage of Quraysh.” (al-Bukharf and at-Tirmidhl) 

‘Uthman had several copies of the Qur’an made. Some say 
there were seven while the majority say that there were four. They 
were sent to various areas. Matrix copies were sent to Iraq, Syria 
and Egypt, and the reciters of the cities relied on them and none of 
them differed from the original copy in the manner in which it was 
conveyed. There is not found among the seven reciters any real dif- 
ference in the words, neither more nor less. That is because they 
all relied on what was conveyed in ‘Uthman’ s copy. 

Al-Anbari quoted Suwayd ibn Ghafala in Kitab ar-Radd, “I 
heard ‘All ibn Abi Talib say, ‘Company of people! Fear Allah and 
beware of excess about ‘Uthman and calling him “The burner of 
Qur’ans”. By Allah, he only burned them on the basis of the 
advice of a council of us, the Companions of Muhammad, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace.’” It is also reported that ‘All 
said, “If I had been ruler at the time of ‘Uthman, I would have 
done to the copies of the Qur’an the same thing that ‘Uthman did.” 


Section 

Our scholars say that what ‘Uthman did refutes the Hululls and 
Hashwites who say that the letters and sounds are eternal and that 
recitation and reading are eternal and that faith is eternal and the 
ruh is eternal. The Community and all groups of the Christians, 
Jews and Brahmans believe - and indeed, every theist and Unitari- 
an - that that which is eternal is unaffected by any event, and no 
one’s power can affect it by any aspect or means. Non-existence is 
not possible for the eternal and the eternal does not become tempo- 
ral and the temporal does not become eternal. As for the eternal. 
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there is no beginning to its existence whereas the temporal is that 
which exists after it was not. 


Section 

The Rafidites attack the Qur’an and say, “One person is suffi- 
cient to confirm the transmission of an dyat and mode just as you 
have done. You confirmed the statement of a single man, 
Khuzayma ibn Thabit, in reporting about the end of Surat at- 
Tawba and the dyat in Surat al-Ahzab ‘ Among the believers are 
men... ’ (33:23).” The reply to them is that when Khuzayma men- 
tioned these words, many of the Companions remembered them 
and Zayd himself recognised them. That is why he said, “The last 
two ayats of Surat at-Tawba were missing.” If he had not already 
known them, he would not have known that anything was missing. 
So the dyat was in fact established by consensus, not by 
Khuzayma alone. The second answer is that it was established by 
the testimony of Khuzayma alone and the evidence of its sound- 
ness is found in the description of the Prophet, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, and so has no need for another witness, 
which is not the case of the dyat in al-Ahzab. That is established 
by the testimony of Zayd and Abu Khuzayma who heard it from 
the Prophet. It is mentioned that Abu Khuzayma is not the same 
Khuzayma with whom the dyat of at-Tawba was found and he was 
known among the Ansar. Anas knew him. The one with whom the 
dyat of al-Ahzab was found was Khuzayma ibn Thabit. There is no 
confusion in the story. 

In Muslim and al-Bukhari, Anas ibn Malik said, “The Qur’an 
was gathered together in the time of the Prophet, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, by four, all of whom were from the 
Ansar: Ubayy, Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, Zayd ibn Thabit, and Abu Zayd.” 
Anas was asked, “Who is Abu Zayd?” and he replied, “One of my 
paternal uncles.” Also in al-Bukhari, Anas said, “When the 
Prophet died, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, only four 
knew all the Qur’an: Abu’d-Darda’, Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, Zayd and 
Abu Zayd.” 
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Ibn at-Tayyib said, “These traditions do not indicate that the 
Qur’an was not memorised in the time of the Prophet and that only 
four of the Ansar knew it by heart as Anas stated. It is confirmed 
by multiple paths of transmission that the entire Qur’an was also 
known by ‘Uthman, ‘All, Tamlm ad-Darl, ‘Ubada ibn as-Samit, 
and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As.” Anas’ words mean that only 
these four took it directly from the mouth of the Messenger of 
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. Most of them 
learned it from one another. 

The QadI did not mention ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud and Salim, the 
client of Abu Hudhayfa, although they were among those who 
knew the entire Qur’an. It is reported that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 
said, “I was with the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, and with him were Abu Bakr and whomever 
Allah wished. We passed ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud who was praying. 
The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, asked, ‘Who is reciting the Qur’an?’ He was told, 
“Abdullah ibn Umm ‘Abd.’ He said, “Abdullah recites the 
Qur’an fresh as it was revealed.’” 

One scholar said that this meant that he recited the first harf in 
which the Qur’an was revealed rather than the other seven which 
the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
was allowed after the Messenger of Allah, Jibrll, recited the 
Qur’an to him in Ramadan. It is related that Abu Zubyan said, 
“‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas asked me, ‘Which of the recitations do you 
recite?’ I replied, ‘The first recitation, that of Ibn Umm ‘Abd.’ He 
told me, ‘Rather it was the last. The Messenger of Allah, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, used to present the Qur’an to 
Jibrll once a year. In the year that he died, the Messenger of Allah 
read it to him twice. ‘Abdullah was present and knew what was 
abrogated and changed in that.’” In Muslim, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr 
stated that he heard the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, say, “Take the Qur’an from four: Ibn Umm 
‘Abd - and he began with him - Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, Ubayy ibn 
Ka‘b and Salim, the client of Abu Hudhayfa.” 
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These reports indicate that ‘Abdullah knew all the Qur’an in the 
lifetime of the Messenger of Allah, contrary to what was said, and 
Allah knows best. In Kitab ar-Radd, al-Anbarl transmitted that 
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud said, “I learned 72 (or 73) suras from the 
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
and I read to him from al-Baqara as far as ‘Allah loves those who 
repent’ (2:222).” Abu Ishaq says that he learned the rest of the 
Qur’an from Mujammi‘ ibn Jariya al-Ansari. If this is true, the 
consensus which Yazld ibn Harun mentioned is true and that is 
why QadI Ibn at-Tayyib did not mention him among those who 
knew the Qur’an by heart in the time of the Messenger of Allah, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace. Allah knows best. 

Part of what will indicate the soundness of Ibn Mas‘ud’s 
knowledge of the Qur’an is that the people with the readings 
among the people of the Hijaz, Syria and Iraq all traced their read- 
ings which they chose back to one of the Companions who read it 
to the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace. ‘Asim traced his reading to ‘All and Ibn Mas‘ud, Ibn Kathir 
to Ubayy as did Abu ‘Amr ibn al-‘Ala’, and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amir 
traced his to ‘Uthman. All of them said that they had read it to the 
Messenger of Allah. The isnads of these readings are continuous 
and the transmitters are reliable, as al-Khattabi stated. 
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